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Jesus isn't just your plan — He's your plan.

John 11:17-44

John 11:41-42 —“Father, | thank You that You have heard Me. | knew that You always hear Me, but | said

this of the people standing here, that they may believe that You sent Me!”

Jesus came to do more than change your ... He came to change your !

1) Jesus meets you in what feels

2) Jesus gives life to you

3) Jesus gives you hope to
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

For the week of May 31, 2026

OPENING DISCUSSION | Let's Get the Discussion Started

1) It's the end of May. Who has a flourishing garden? Share pictures with the group if you have them.

2) Let’s flip that. It's the end of May. Who already has dead plants?

BIBLICAL REFLECTION | What Does God Say About This?

1) Read John 11:17-44. The main characters in this story are Jesus, Martha, Mary & Lazarus. Take a moment and talk
through the primary tension each of these characters are battling through this story.

2) Pastor Rusty wrestled with the tension that everyone in this story AND all of us face —“Jesus is good for later ... but
not for now."We trust His promise to RESURRECT us after we die ... but do we trust Him for LIFE now? Where do you
see this in your own life?

3)“Jesus wept”in vs. 35. He is fully God, which means He knew what was going to happen, yet He was still swept up in
an emotional response. How does that change or strengthen your view on who God is and how He loves?

4) In verse 44, Jesus tells the people to unbind Lazarus from the grave wrappings. If that was a picture of your life right
now, Jesus has spoken life over you, He’s opened the grave ... so what is it in your life that is still holding you back
from the fullness of life that Jesus offers now?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION | Walking It Out

Take the Challenge: This may seem a bit morbid, but it could provide important insight. Sit down and write your own
obituary. What do you want people to remember about how you lived?



